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professional politicians, not masters of theory and dialectic.
They are likely to be absorbed mainly in the prosaic task of
furthering the interests of the trade unions. Subscribing
formally to socialism, they are in no haste to implement a
precise or dogmatic scheme, view it as a remote and not as an
Immediate goal, and are content to leave to their children its
full achievement. In fact it would be difficult in the Trades
Hall of any state to find agreement on the meaning of social-
ism; certainly agreement on the immediate steps necessary
to attain it would be impossible. When fully employed the
mass of Australian labourers are satisfied to accept the wages
and conditions of work won by collective bargaining, and
secured by state and federal industrial tribunals. They often
doubt whether a fully socialized economy under bureaucratic
direction would really benefit them, and as long as their
unions are secure they believe that they have a stake in
perpetuating the existing order. Traditionally they have
looked upon their party as the protector of unionism with all
that unionism implies in wage rates and working conditions.
They are usually content that it should remain primarily
such a protector, obtaining whatever additional safeguards
for the wage-earner are feasible without far-reaching and
perilous schemes of social change. "The Labour politician,"
remarked Pernber Reeves in the opening years of the present
century, "is at heart more of a trade unionist than a conscious
socialist."12 Time has not greatly changed him, a fact which
perhaps alone explains why political Labour, apart from an
impatient left -wing, has not aggressively pursued its socialist
goal. But there are other restraining circumstances. Fed-
eralism is a formidable obstacle, since the Commonwealth
and states are separately incapable of creating a fully social-
ized economy. Then also the varied social elements within
the party make it hesitant in plans and cautious in action.
Labour has never been supported exclusively by industrial
workers, but in all states, especially in Queensland and
Western Australia, has obtained aid from small fanners,
influenced mainly by hostility to the large graziers who
sponsor the other parties. In Queensland Labour won the
"W. Pember Reeves, State Experiments in Australia and New Zealand, I, 70.